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Day  

Date  

1 

10/05/2013 

Description of route:        

Cape Town / Worcester / Laingsburg / Karoo National park 

Distance: 

385 km 

Road condition 

7/10 

Accommodation: 

Camping Karoo National Park 

Rating of: 

Accommodation:  8/10 

Facilities:   9/10 

Park:   9/10 

Town/City: 

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes, it is a must see 

Value for money: 

Yes - very reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation / park/facilities/town: 

Facilities in excellent condition. Camping and chalets available. Friendly and efficient service. Park as an attraction highly recommendable. Beautiful scenery 

and very well kept. Recommend at least a minimum 2 - 4 day stay over.   

Activities:  

Game viewing; hiking; 4x4 routes 

Sustainable conservation: Yes 7/10  

General comment: 

A beautiful part of South Africa to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. 

Highlights: Once you have left the city behind it is amazing countryside to travel trough. Combination of Winelands and Karoo.  

Lowlights:    

 

                

 

 

 



Day  

Date  

2 

11/05/2013 

Description of route:        

Karoo National park / Beaufort West / Three Sisters / Colesberg / Gariep Dam 

Distance: 

380 km 

Road condition 

7/10 

Accommodation: 

Camping Forever Resort Gariep Dam 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 4/10 

Facilities:  4/10  

Park:   4/10 

Town/City: 

 Recommendation for future visit: 

No, there are better alternatives at the dam  

Value for money: 

Yes - very reasonable, provided upkeep improves 

 

Comments  on accommodation / park/facilities/town: 

This resort is set at a fantastic location with numerous activities; however the accommodation is in dire need of TLC. A little maintenance and attention goes 

a long way. It is either a lack of management or funds. Personnel were helpful and efficient.  

Activities:  

Fishing, boating, sailing, hiking and much more. 

Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable  

General comment: 

A beautiful part of South Africa to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available.  

Highlights:  

Lowlights:    

 

        

 

 



Day  

Date  

3 

12/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Gariep Dam / Bethulie / Wepener / Ladybrand / Ficksburg / Clarens / Goldengate 

Highlands National Park. 

Distance: 

490 km 

Road condition 

5/10 

Accommodation: 

Glen Reenen Rest camp / Golden Gate 

Highlands National Park. 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 8/10 

Facilities: 8/10  

Park: 8/10 

Town/City: 

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes, it is a must see 

Value for money: 

Yes - very reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Facilities in excellent condition. Camping and chalets available. Friendly and efficient service. Park as an attraction highly recommendable. Beautiful scenery 

and very well kept. Recommend at least a 2 day stay over.   

Activities:  

Game viewing; hiking; photography;  

Sustainable conservation:   Yes 7/10 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of South Africa to travel in. Sections of the road in terrible condition. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. 

Highlights: Beautiful and breathtaking scenery of the eastern Free State. Clarens and surrounds. Golden Gate. 

Lowlights:   The road conditions between Bethulie and Ficksburg is shocking. The general decay of what was once stunning towns i.e. 

Bethulie, Smithfield, Ficksburg and other is saddening. Clarens is a pillar of hope in this amazingly beautiful landscape. 

 

      



    

 

                                      

 



Day  

Date  

4 

13/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Highlands National Park / Harrismith / Howick 

Distance: 

280 km 

Road condition 

5/10 

Accommodation: 

Stocklands Farm Guest House, Howick 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 8/10 

Facilities:  7/10 

Park:  

Town/City:  4/10 

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes, with reservations. See comments 

Value for money: 

Yes - very reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Fantastic location and facilities with old world charms. The owner however will have to learn how to communicate and work with guests. Seemingly irritated 

with the fact that our vehicles had trailers we were told in no uncertain terms that she does not actually have space for such large vehicles. If all was not paid 

up front, we would have moved on. Clearly this is something that should be communicated through the web-site, or when doing a booking. The strong hand 

military type interaction with paying guests is not acceptable when you are on holiday.  

Activities:  

 Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable 

 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of South Africa to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. Other than a stop-over, not much 

reason to spend time in Howick. It is possible to push on towards the coast. 

Highlights: Crisp clear skies edged amongst grandiose Drakensberg mountains range. Natal Midlands. 

Lowlights:    

 

                 

 



Day  

Date  

5 & 6 

14 & 15/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Howick / Dalton / Tongaat / eMpangeni / St Lucia (nature reserve) / Cape Vidal  

Distance: 

335 km 

Road condition 

6-7/10 

Accommodation: 

 Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, Cape Vidal Camp 

Rating of: 

Accommodation:   6/10 

Facilities:   7/10  

Park:   9/10 

Town/City:   8/10 

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes, a bucket list visit. 

Value for money: 

Yes - very reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

A must see on every naturalists list of places to see, also for ordinary people. iSimangaliso Wetlands Park, is a very well kept park. As one of the priority 

conservation eco systems in South Africa, it deserves the treatment it gets. Something to be proud of as South Africans. Minimum of 2-5 days stay. 

The campsites are neat, clean and efficient. St Lucia is a surprisingly quaint and efficient little gem in the heart of this area. The personnel and staff of the 

park are very helpful and assisting. 

Activities:  

Game viewing with ample wild life, hiking, fishing and much more. Daytrips to numerous other parks such as Hluhluwe / iMfolzi National Parks. 

Sustainable conservation:  Yes 7/10 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of South Africa to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. 

Highlights: iSimangaliso Wetlands Park, Hluhluwe / iMfolzi National Parks, Valley of a thousand hills en route, beauty and splendor of 

this area in general. 

Lowlights:    
 

               

 



 

Day  

Date  

7 & 8 

16 & 17/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Cape Vidal / Hluhluwe / mbazwana / eMungusi / Kosi Bay  

Distance: 

270 km 

Road condition 

6-7/10 

Accommodation: 

 Utshwayelo Lodge and campsite 

Kosi Bay coastal forest reserve 

Rating of: 

Accommodation:  8/10 

Facilities:  8/10  

Park:   2/10 

Town/City:    

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Accommodation –yes 

Park - definitely not  

Value for money: 

Accommodation –yes 

Park – definitely not 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Utshwayelo Lodge and campsite - A well run establishment in conjunction with the community. Neat, clean, basic and very efficient. 

Kosi Bay coastal forest reserve - A total let down and remnants of what was once a pristine conservation and preservation eco system. You pay ridiculous 

amounts to enter the so called park, to see “historical fishing traps” and that is it. Of conservation and preservation there is no sign apart from a dilapidated 

entry gate with no functional system.  

Activities:  

Fishing, hiking. Daytrips to other parks in the immediate surrounds such as Thembe Elephant and Ndumo game reserve. 

Sustainable conservation:  Yes 2/10 

 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of South Africa to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. There is much better things to see 

and do in this area than a visit to Kosi Bay coastal forest reserve.  

Highlights: Thembe Elephant  

Lowlights:   Kosi Bay coastal forest reserve. 
 

                  



           

 

                            

 



Day  

Date  

9 

18/05/2013 

 

Description of route:        

Kosi Bay  / Manchoca borderpost / Salamanga / Bela Vista / Boane / Maputo / (Xai 

Xai) 

Distance: 

340 km 

Road condition 

1/10 

 

Accommodation: 

 Casa Lisa Camp (18 km outside Maputo.) 

 

Rating of: 

Accommodation:   8/10 

Facilities:   7/10  

Park: 

Town/City:   -10/10 

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Accommodation –yes 

Maputo – NO NO NO NO 

Value for money: 

Accommodation –yes 

Maputo – NO NO NO NO 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Maputo – can only be described as a dump that must be avoided at all cost. Don’t even give it a consideration. Even if you have to do a 500 km detour, avoid 

it. It is dirty, filthy, congested, over populated, under serviced and every conceivable bad name you can think of. Worst is the rubbish dump in the centre of 

the city, next to the “international airport”, if it can be called that. That sums up Maputo. The place is a slump.  

Casa Lisa - Although we arrived late and after dark at Casa Lisa camp it was a very well run system and worth a stopover. Facilities are good, clean and 

effective. 

Activities:  

Nothing  

Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable 

General comment: 

From the time we left the border post we started travelling on what is indicated as a road on maps and GPS’s. It however is a confluence of tracks that looks 

like a kindergarten playground. This goes on for ± 60 km till you reach Bela Vista. Here the road turns West on a gravel road. Travelling on gravel roads is 

synonymous with traveling in Africa. This road however makes you wish to go back to the previous road. It is bad, very bad, very very bad. Our aim was to 

reach Xai Xai by end of day, only 340 km in total. By 14h00 we realized that that was maybe not possible, however we pushed on. We entered Maputo just 

after 15h00. 5 hours later we were still stuck in Maputo, after only refueling vehicles and buying coffee. We got caught in afternoon traffic. Halfway through 

this nightmare we made the horrendous decision to turn around and take an alternative route, indicated on the GPS. Only to be stuck for two hours more 

and then realizing that the indicated road was closed or non excitant. We had to return on our original track, back into traffic, stuck for two more hours. Five 

hours later this ugly beast released us to continue out of the city to our new accommodation, 18 km outside of the monster. This 18 km presented us with 

the most dangerous drivers, experienced in 20 years of extensive travel in Africa. Getting killed on the outer areas of Maputo, in a vehicle accident, is not a 

possibility but a constant. Again it is a place to be AVOIDED at all cost. Nothing can prepare you for this. Maputo is a black hole of shame on the African 

continent.  

Upon all of this prepare yourselves to be constantly harassed by corrupt police and traffic officials, looking for loot. Wanting to give you fines for every 

conceivable “transgression” i.e. driving bare foot, cameras on the back seat of your car, dirty dusty vehicles etc. etc.  

 

Highlights: Nothing what so ever. 

Lowlights:   Everything on this horrendous day. 

 

 



Day  

Date  

10 &11 

19 & 20/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Casa Lisa Maputo / Macia / Xai Xai / Maxixe / Vilankulos  

Distance: 

665 km 

Road condition 

4/10 

Accommodation: 

Villa du Indico, Vilankulos 

 

Rating of: 

Accommodation:  7/10 

Facilities:  6/10 

Park:  

Town/City:  04/10  

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Accommodation –yes 

Vilankulos -  definitely yes  

Value for money: 

Accommodation –yes 

Vilankulos  –  

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Villa du Indico, Vilankulos – very neat well run establishment with all facilities. Camping, chalet, restaurant, private beach area. Road to Villa du Indico can 

only be done with a 4x4. Be careful of having washing done there, it is extremely expensive. 

Vilankulos is a medium size town that has most everything you need, just keep looking. 

Activities:  

Fishing, scuba diving, boat excursions to the islands and surrounds. 

Sustainable conservation:  No  

General comment: 

A beautiful part of Mozambique to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. Vilankulos has numerous lodges 

and resorts to visit. It is a far cry from the filth and sting of Maputo and surrounds.  

Highlights: Vilankulos. Go and have a meal at Smugglers Inn. Beautiful coastal scenery and coral blue seas. Fresh fruit and vegetables 

readily available.   

Lowlights:   Constant harassment by police and road side money exchangers 
 

           

 



Day  

Date  

12 

21/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Vilankulos / Muxungue / Chiboma / Chomoio 

Distance: 

470 km 

Road condition 

5/10 

Accommodation: 

Millpark Hotel 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 4/10 

Facilities:  3/10 

Park:  

Town/City:   

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes, with reservations. See comments 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation / park/facilities/town: 

The road up north is just a means of getting to Malawi. Not much to be seen and taken notice of. Constant settlements spread over the total distance of the 

road makes traveling a slow process. Wanted to go to Gorongosa National park as a stop-over. Information re this park is very limited and fees are extremely 

high. Decided against it as it was only a stop-over. 

Activities:  

None  

 Sustainable conservation:  No 

General comment: 

Not much to see or do. 

Highlights:  

Lowlights:   Constant harassment by police and road side money exchangers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day  

Date  

13 

22/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Chomoio / Guro / Tete 

Distance: 

450 km 

Road condition 

5/10 

Accommodation: 

Hotel du Buarro 

 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 4/10 

Facilities:  3/10 

Park:  

Town/City: -5/10  

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes, with reservations. See comments 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation / park/facilities/town: 

The road up north is just a means of getting to Malawi. Not much to be seen and taken notice of. Constant settlements spread over the total distance of the 

road makes traveling a slow process. Our next destination was the city of Tete. We had not pre booked any accommodation as information was very limited 

about this city. It is a typical industrial city with too many inhabitants for the services delivered by local government. We were first directed to 2 “lodges” in 

the city centre. On sight we decided to not even contemplate the thought of staying there. It was dirty, and filthy. Hygiene is obviously not a priority. 

After driving around we found Hotel du Buarro, on the outskirts of town. Although the facilities are not up to standard we negotiated a deal to camp on the 

premises and use some of the chalets as showers and toilets. The rest of this facility is in an acceptable condition with a bar, restaurant, swimming pool etc. 

Here we met an eager young man buy the name of Handre. Nothing was too much for him and he literally served us hand and foot. Mozambique needs a lot 

of Handre’s. 

Activities:  

None  

 Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable 

General comment: 

Not much to see or do en route. Tete is just a copy of Maputo and something to be avoided at all cost. It will be a beast like Maputo in a very short time. If 

you have to travel this route, plan to avoid Tete, like Maputo at all cost. 

Highlights:  

Lowlights:   Constant harassment by police and road side money exchangers 

 

 



Day  

Date  

14,15,16 

23 & 24 & 25/05/2013 

Description of route:       

 Tete / Zobue / Mawanza(Malawi) / Mangochi / Monkey Bay / Cape Maclear    

  

Distance: 

470 km 

Road condition 

Tete – Border 0/10 (worst tar road ever) 

Malawi – 6/10 

Accommodation: 

Chembe Eagles Nest 

Lake Malawi National Park 

Rating of: 

Accommodation(camping):  

7/10 

Facilities:  6/10 

Park: 4/10 

Town/City:   

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Accommodation – yes a bucket list destination 

Cape Maclear -  definitely yes  

Value for money: 

Accommodation – yes 

Cape Maclear -  definitely yes  

Comments on accommodation / park/facilities/town: 

Chembe Eagles Nest Lodge – set amongst one of the most beautiful spots on Lake Malawi. The views are stunning, tranquil and peaceful. To get there you 

drive through various villages where people are friendly and accommodating. The road up to the camp is good and easily accessible.  

Activities:  

Fishing, scuba diving, hiking, boat excursions to the islands and surrounds and much more.  

Sustainable conservation:  No. The Lake and surrounds are exploited without any noticeable conservation efforts. 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of Malawi to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. On entering Malawi the attitude of the 

citizens is like a warm breeze in winter. Despite obvious poverty, Malawians are very friendly towards visitors and makes you feel welcome. It is a far cry 

from the harassment from citizens and police one experiences in Mozambique.   

Highlights: Scenic undisturbed beauty of Lake Malawi and surrounds. The attitude of locals, police and officials. Feeding Fish Eagles   

Lowlights:   Obvious poverty and lack of infrastructural development 
 

            



 

           

 

 

          



Day  

Date  

17,18 

26 & 27/05/2013 

Description of route:       

  Cape Maclear / Chantulo / Salima /   Nkhotakota Bay 

Distance: 

263 km 

Road condition 

6/10 

Accommodation: 

Fish Eagle Bay Lodge 

Lake Malawi national Park 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Camping/chalet:    7/10 

Facilities:  7/10 

Park:   

Town/City: 4/10  

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Accommodation – yes a bucket list destination 

Nkhotakota Bay -  definitely yes  

Value for money: 

Accommodation –yes 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Fish Eagle Bay Lodge - breath taking setting on the beach of Lake Malawi’s western front. The views are stunning, tranquil and peaceful. It is the type of place 

where one can stay for weeks or months, or even permanently.   The road up to the camp is good and easily accessible. A semi private beach in front of the 

house with the locals moving up and down, going about their daily routine. There are miles and miles of space to go for leisurely walks or even exercise.   

 Activities:  

Fishing, scuba diving, hiking, boat excursions to the islands and surrounds and much more.  

Sustainable conservation:  No. The Lake and surrounds are exploited without any noticeable conservation efforts. 

 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of Malawi to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. On entering Malawi the attitude of the 

citizens is like a warm breeze in winter. Despite obvious poverty, Malawians are very friendly towards visitors and makes you feel welcome. It is a far cry 

from the harassment from citizens and police one experiences in Mozambique.  

Highlights: Scenic undisturbed beauty of Lake Malawi and surrounds. The attitude of locals, police and officials.   

Lowlights:   Obvious poverty and lack of infrastructural development 

 

     

 

 



Day  

Date  

19 

28/05/2013 

Description of route:        

 Nkhotakota Bay / Salima / Lilongwe 

Distance: 

223 km 

Road condition 

6/10 

 

Accommodation: 

Mabuya Camp, Lilongwe 

 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 6/10 

Facilities:  6/10 

Park:  

Town/City: 6/10  

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

The road to Lilongwe makes for easy travelling. Roads are good and police check points are efficient and friendly. Lilongwe is a beautiful city with all the 

facilities one needs. It is not noisy and jam packed like cities can be. Mabuya Camp is obviously aimed at the budget travel market but our stay there was 

very pleasant with clean and efficient facilities. Had a wonderful meal at their restaurant.  

Activities:  

All the obvious city stuff  

Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable 

General comment: 

A beautiful part of Malawi to travel in. Good roads and infrastructure. All necessities readily available. Easy travelling. On entering Malawi the attitude of the 

citizens is like a warm breeze in winter. Despite obvious poverty, Malawians are very friendly towards visitors and makes you feel welcome. 

Highlights: The attitude of locals, police and officials.   

Lowlights:   Obvious poverty and lack of infrastructural development 

 

 

       

 

 



Day  

Date  

20,21,22 

29 & 30 & 31/05/2013 

 

Description of route:       

Lilongwe / Mchinji (border crossing into Zambia) / Chipata / South Luangwa National 

Park 

Distance: 

293 km 

Road condition 

Fist 220 km  6/10 

Last 60 km under construction 6/10 

Accommodation: 

Croc Valley Camp on Luangwa River  

Lake Malawi national Park 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Camping:    7/10 

Facilities:  5/10 

Park:   9/10  

Town/City: 4/10  

 Recommendation for future visit: 

Accommodation – yes a bucket list destination 

South Luangwa Nat Park -   yes a bucket list 

destination 

Value for money: 

Accommodation – yes 

Park – yes but expensive 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Chipata – this is a very impressive town with all the necessities you need to stock up with before going on to South Luangwa. A fantastic Spar to cater for all 

your needs at the Engen filling station on the main road. Be careful of “street money exchanger”. They are true conmen, you will get bitten, no matter how 

smart you think you are, rather go to the bank. 

Croc Valley Camp – this setting on the banks of the Luangwa river must be amongst the top ten in “my Africa” of camp sites. It has all the facilities one can 

expect i.e. swimming pool, restaurant and bar with a top ten view an all other niceties to make your stay a memorable one. 

South Luangwa National Park – surely one of the jewels of game parks in Africa. It has that feel good charm together with lots of animals and untouched 

nature. Without big announcement or signage the park just pops up at a little efficient two-man entry and control points. So unlike the aimless grandiose 

entry gates we are getting used to in South Africa, Namibia and Botswana. From this office you cross the bridge over the Luangwa River and literally 

disappear into the park two minutes later. One gets the feeling this is what a national park as a conservation area must be like. It is a must see. 

Activities:  

Game drives in the park, guide walks and safaris, visit to the local village.  

Sustainable conservation:  Yes 7/10 

General comment: 

Zambia offers a lot. Rich in scenery and natural resources. Friendly and polite people. Police and traffic officers at road blocks are friendly and helpful. If you 

are within the law you will get trough hassle free. Easy to travel. Roads are in a fare to good conditions. It is obvious that there is much more money in the 

economy than in Malawi. The same applies to Mozambique, the difference being that Mozambique is a dump filled with corruption and fraud, Zambia is 

flourishing and developing. 

Highlights: South Luangwa National Park 

Lowlights:   Corrupt money exchangers harassing you at every point. 

 

 

 

 



      

 

      

 

 

 



Day  

Date  

23 

01/06/2013 

 

Description of route:        

South Luangwa National Park / Chipata /  Lusaka 

Distance: 

713 km 

Road condition 

6/10 

 

Accommodation: 

Pioneer Camp Lusaka 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Camping 6/10 (under construction) 

Facilities:  6/10 

Park:  

Town/City:  6/10  

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Pioneer camp – being one of the oldest camps in Lusaka it has an obvious following of many a traveler. It is a small but effective camp and lodge that 

provides enough for the weary traveler. Whether you camp or chalet, it is value for money. Most importantly it is out of the hustle and bustle of the city. Like 

all city it is nothing more than a stop-over and replenishing stop.  

Lusaka – is a modern city and very easy to travel trough and to. No problems what so ever. It is safe with easy flowing traffic. Here you can stock-up on 

anything you need for your travel to and from. We did not put it to the test, but apparently Lusaka has a very active nightlife for those interested    

Activities:  

All the obvious city stuff  

Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable.  

General comment: 

Zambia offers a lot. Rich in scenery and natural resources. Friendly and polite people. Police and traffic officers at road blocks are friendly and helpful. If you 

are within the law you will get trough hassle free. Easy to travel. Roads are in a fare to good conditions. It is obvious that there is much more money in the 

economy than in Malawi. The same applies to Mozambique, the difference being that Mozambique is a dump filled with corruption and fraud, Zambia is 

flourishing and developing. 

Highlights: Watching the Bulls win the Cheetahs at super 15 at Pioneer camp. They also serve a mean burger at the restaurant. 

Lowlights:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day  

Date  

24,25 

02 & 03/06/2013 

 

Description of route:        

Lusaka / Chirundu (border crossing into Zimbabwe) / Mana Pools 

Distance: 

250 km 

Road condition 

First 174 km - 6/10 

Last 76 km – the road to hell. Rates under the 2 

worst gravel roads we travelled in 20 years 

Accommodation: 

Nyamepi campsite   

Mana Pools national Park 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Camping:   10/10  

Facilities:    6/10 

Park:           10/10 

Town/City:    

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes 

Value for money: 

Yes – however expensive 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Mana Pools National Park – Although the road to Mana Pools is one of the worst you will ever attempt, and there is a difference between bad and difficult 

and this road it very bad, it was still a dream come true. Like the old army saying, it is one of the best things you have ever experienced, that you will never 

do again, unless they work on the road. Mana Pools is a wild life heaven. It is so isolated and wild it touches your soul. It affects your outlook on game 

reserves. It becomes a benchmark that you know will be difficult to beat. It even makes you forget the road you have just travelled. You even start 

contemplating whether the road is not meant to be like that, so that it can be kept as untamed as it is. You have to ever so often pinch yourselves to realize 

you are not watching a National Geographic documentary. Maybe the road must be kept this way, apply the law of nature, survival of the fittest…. a true 

peace of heaven on earth. Wisdom, beauty, tranquility, awe-inspiring, untouched, grandiose, mind blowing in this world we live in. YES, keep the road the 

way it is. 

Nyamepi Camp – Like the park set amongst some of the most scenic backdrops you can imagine. It blends in with nature and the surroundings so much that 

you can drive trough camp, without realizing it. All of this on the banks of the mighty Zambezi. You cannot ask for better. Please keep the road the way it is.  

Activities:  

The best wild life experience you can ever have. 

Sustainable conservation:  Yes 8/10 

General comment: 

The history of Zimbabwe influences ones thoughts, mostly negatively. However the country has despite its many problems a lot to offer. Its rich soil, friendly 

people, good roads, good infrastructure, huge natural resources, still a high level of literacy regardless, makes for hope for the future. Make no mistake; 

Zimbabwe is back on the map. It will take time, but time grinds down everything eventually. With the emphasis on everything. It will survive. 

Highlights: Mana Pools National Park. The last 76 km of road to Mana Pools. 

Lowlights:   It is still obvious that spending money on its citizens and infrastructure is still not a priority spending for government. 

 

 

 

 



 

     

 

     

 



 

Day  

Date  

26 

04/06/2013 

 

Description of route:        

Mana Pools National Park / Chinhoyi / Chegutu / Kwekwe / Gweru 

Distance: 

530 km 

Road condition 

6/10 

 

Accommodation: 

Antelope Park Gweru 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Camping 7/10 (under construction) 

Facilities:  8/10 

Park:   10/10 

Town/City:  5/10  

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Antelope Park Camp – Known as one of Southern Africa’s Most Intriguing Destinations, and voted second runner up in the 2012 AZTA Awards “Zimbabwe’s 

Best Safari Camp”, Antelope Park is a not-to-be-missed location in your Zimbabwe travel itinerary! 

Antelope Park is home to the world famous ALERT lion rehabilitation program, as seen in the major UK TV documentary series – "LION COUNTRY". 

Set in over 3000 acres of open savannah grassland, Antelope Park is a stunning and unique game reserve. Walking with lions, riding through the wilderness 

on elephant or horseback, viewing the abundance of awesome wildlife and canoeing on the tranquil lake are just some of the wonderful activities guests can 

enjoy. All this coupled with accommodation to suit any budget, delicious home-cooked meals available, and warm Zimbabwean hospitality, who wouldn't 

want to visit! 

The conservation work done here is of extreme importance for the future of lions in Africa. This is a model setting a benchmark.   

Activities:  

All the above  

Sustainable conservation:  Yes 9/10 

General comment: 

The history of Zimbabwe influences ones thoughts, obviously negatively. However the country has despite its many problems a lot to offer. Its rich soil, 

friendly people, good roads, good infrastructure, huge natural resources, still a high level of literacy regardless, makes for hope for the future. Make no 

mistake, Zimbabwe is back on the map. It will take time, but time grinds down everything eventually. With the emphasis on everything. It will survive. 

Highlights: Finding this gem of a park. 

Lowlights:   It is still obvious that spending money on the citizens and infrastructure is still not a priority spending for government. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day  

Date  

27 

05/06/2013 

 

Description of route:        

Gweru / Plumtree(border crossing into Botswana) / Francistown / Palapye 

Distance: 

489 km 

Road condition 

8/10 

 

Accommodation: 

Itumela Camp Palapye 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Chalet:    7/10 (under construction) 

Facilities:  7/10 

Park:    

Town/City:  6/10  

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Itumela Camp Palapye – one of the hidden jewels of Botswana. There is only one way to describe this facility and that is “cool”. Clean and unpretentious. 

Value for money. Efficient. Do not miss this. When the GPS takes you there you eventually come across an Itumela signboard that says, “soon the ugliness 

will end” and it does. Good value for money dinners 

Activities:  

Stop over en route. 

Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable 

 

General comment: 

I will not elaborate on Botswana as the country is well known to al experienced and inexperienced travelers. Safe, secure, neat efficient. The jewel of Africa 

personified. 

Highlights: Itumela Camp and all of and about Botswana. 

Lowlights:   None  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Day  

Date  

28 

06/06/2013 

Description of route:        

Palapye / Gabarone / Ramatlabama (border crossing into South Africa) / Vryburg / 

Kimberley / Hope Town 

Distance: 

869 km 

Road condition 

8/10 

 

Accommodation: 

Witput Country Lodge – Witput station 

Rating of: 

Accommodation: 

Rooms in lodge:    7/10 

Facilities:  7/10 

Park:    

Town/City:   

 

 

Recommendation for future visit: 

Yes 

Value for money: 

Yes - reasonable 

 

Comments on accommodation/ park/facilities/town: 

Witput Country Lodge – a step back into history. All you wanted to know about yesterday. Real people living in real places. Old world charm. Managed and 

owned by very interesting people. 

Activities:  

Stop over en route. 

Sustainable conservation:  Not applicable. 

 

General comment: 

  

Highlights: Witput Country Lodge 

Lowlights:   None  
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